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We've discounted prices throughout
avery grade, .

They'll meet all requirements, they're
down to free trade,

Though Congress continues to block leg-

by .ﬁalatjm:.

They'Wl sbon be much higher throughout
the whole nation,

The supply of Spring goods is below the
demnnil,

The mulls are cleaned out; they've no
fabrics on hand.

Soon the hum of the spindle will be heard
night and dag.

And for better conditions will soon pave
the way,

Better buy your Spring goods while
prices are down,

You can find them at CoLk's, whose famo
and renown,

For lowest prices extends through the

lnnd— ;
The largoest assortment he still keeps on
hand. BROWNIER,

The place to find the largest assortment of

FASHIONABLE HATS,

In all the new blocks at the lowest prices 18 at Cornz's.

Also, the largest, finest, most fashionable and best fitting line of

Clothing and Gepts' Furnishings

CHAS. G. COLE'S ONE-PRICE, SPOT-CASH STORE,
OPERA HOUSE BLOCK, BENNINGTON, VT.

NOW IS THE TIME.T0 BUY !

COAL, WO0D,
LIME,

LS, NAILS,

CEMENT,

AT LT

LUMBER, LATH,
PAINTS,
BUILDING PAPER,

BUILDERS HARDWARE.

“THE PEOPLE SAY,’

RUSSELL & MARCH,
e Offering dnprecedented Bargains

In all the above lines of goods. A full jsapply of all grades of
SPRUCE, PINE and CEDAR SHINGLES constantly on hand.

FIMATE § FURNISHED FOR BUILDINGS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.

“THE BUILDERS,”
RUSSELL & MARCH,
COUNTY STREET, FOOT OF SCHOOL STREET.

THE U.

S. MAITL

Will bring your orders to me regularly aud promptly if you cant find time or
opportunity to come to my green houses.

Nothing but first-claxs articles sent out,

packed and promptly shipped.

Out-of-town orders carefully

Seeds, Cut Flowers, Potted Plants and Floral Decorations for Weddings,

Funerals, Receptions, Ete,

W. G. RICHARDSON.

R DROP OF PRINT !
—

ess for only

\
HARLES

R

In repairing and painting my stere a few CHAMAER SUITS were
Ightly damaged, and for the next few days 1 will sell 1 Burean,
bdstead, Comrade, 4 Chairs,1 Roeker, 1 Stand, Spring and Mat-

$25.00,

REG\U LAR PRICE $35.00,

e i P

H POTTERS,

HOUSE FURNISHINCS, &C.
in Street,{ilpposlle Library fS@ll, - - - Bennington, VL.

SEEDS!

Garden, Flower, Henderson's Lawn Grass and Bird Seeds; all
psh and true to their name, Green
Able Plants. Cut Flowers and Decorations a speclalty. All of
pest quality and at lowest prices, at

. M. HOLTON & SON,

i¢, Bedding and Vege-

FLORISTS and SEEDSMEN,
323 Sohool St.. Bennington, Vi
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A SPECIALTY,.

VEDDING STATIONERY,

@FFD@E:: f‘

THE BANNER.
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[Entered at the Bannington P.O.aysecond.class
matter by C. A. PIERCE & CO,, Pablisher.]
Torms,” - $1.60 per year, strictly in advance

THE SEMI-WEEKLY BANNER,

This is the last issue of this paper, for
the present, as a weekly. Next week wo
begin to issue the BANNER as a semi-
weakly, and the first issue will be printed
Tuesday afternoon, May 1st. Thé days
of publication will be Tuesdays and Fri-
days of euch week, and the size will be
one-half the present issue—four pages
instead of eight. There will be no in-
orease in the subscription, nor change n

clabbing rates. Our readers will recelve
both issues of the SEmi-WeekLy Baxs-

NER, 62 woeks, for $1.060, as before, Ad-
vertisements will be received for either

issue at the old rates, and for both at
arate and one-half. There are several

reasons why we think this arrangement
will please our people, and commend it
to their favorable consideration:

lst. The weekly paper has become o
“back number.! The multiplication of
news agencies has created a demand for
more frequent information, and this is

shown by thie constantly increasing
number of dailies taken, and almost
every town of any size has n daily press,
In villages of from 4,000 to 7,000 the
daily Issue is impracticable because it
will not pay; but, just here comes in our
plan of a semi-weekly, which we are
sure will be supported, By it our read-
ers will read on Tuesday afternoon all
the events, loeal and otherwise, that have
ocourred in the yicinity since the Friday
bofore; and on Friday afternoon a like
service will be given of the three days
immediately preceding, To do this in.
volves additional labor, and an inerense
of our means for getting the news has
already been made, which will be im-
proved as time goes along.

2nd. Each semi-weekly issue, bearing
with it the fresh news of the immedinte
three days before, will be of enhanced
value to our advertising patrons, While
the cost may be restricted, as above, to
the old terms, yet the fresh news will
caute the paper to be more sought after,
and this eonduces to help advertisers,
Moreover, many things will now be
printed, notices as well as news, that
have herotofore beem almost wholly
omitted, because even a weekly does not
care for *‘ancient history” in these stir-
ring days. In the matter of local events
we ara now in & position to make the
most of our opportunity, and the sharp
busingss man will not be slow to recog-
nize this advantage over the old “once
in seven days" publication.

#d. The character of the paper will be
changed to meet its new conditions of
alortness and enterprise, The “miscel-
lany" will'become largely an exception,
and its successor will be news,—all the
news, served up in a crisp and progres-
sive style, making a live yehiole of infor-
mation. We hope our friends will make
a note of the fact that local news happen-
ing Saturday and Sunday will be served
up to them in detml on the following
Tuesday evening, and that the Friday
paper will teem with news a8 fresh ag
most daily prints. In short, we shall
work the matter with all the vigor of a
daily, and without any idea of being
beaten in the race. Will our people send
in their favors twice. a week, a8 nfore-
said, and thus contribute to the success
of our proposal?

dth. This idea is intended to be of ser-
vies to our out-of-town, or eounty read-
ors, Our correspondents will not wait
until the close of the BAsxer week
(Thursday), before sending in their
items, but any day and every day will
“be in season.”” Of course Mondays
and Thursdays will be the days when
the bulk of connty news should reach us,
and in this way our readers of the out-
lying towns will have all the advantage
of the semi-weekly that Benvington peo-
ple enjoy, Our advertisers, no doubt,
will “see the point,” and use our col-
umns for special sales, as our paper will
reach ten times as many persons a8 the
hand bill method.

These are a few of many arguments in
favor of the change. It does not affect
any of our present patrons, nor will it
coat & new subseriber any more than the
$1.60 pver year that the others have
already paid. Woask the cordial co-op-
eration of our readers and friends, and
expect that the service and satisfaction
will be mutual.

Grover Cloveland has issued a fresh
declaration of war against American
wages and bomes. Stripped of its ver-
biage, its pretenses and its platitudes,
the President's letter to Chauncey F,
Black is a demand that the Demooratio
party shall persevere in Its work of de-
struotion,  Mr. Cleveland never says
anythingin s simple and straightforward
manner. He never speaks without an
assumption of superior virtue and a pro-
fesulon of superior wisdom which foroi-
bly recall that Pharisee who publicly re-
olced that he wns not as other men.

he more viclous and destructive the ob-
iu: which he urges, the more thorongh-
y does ho adopt the tone of solemn
humbug. His Free ¢ message of
1887, the results of which have cost the
country more money than it took to put
dowu_t}:s Rebelllon, wns couched in
terms of pompous cant. His letter
Freo Trader Ohlunoe;‘rhll'. Blaok, f:
which he urges that the Demooracy shall
finish its work of impoverishment and

ruity, is framed in the same b
) loer, ypocritioal

BENNINGTON ODD FELLOWS.

To Dedicate a New Hall—History of
The Lodges.

The BAXNER bas already published
much of what follows, but, in connection
with the Dedication last evening it may
be of interest to reproduce a part of the
Sunday Budgel article of the 22nd, inst,
For the use of the cuts we are indebted
to the proprietors of the Budget, and we
have taken ocoasion-to correet one or
two misprints, The Budget says: '

A writer who stood high in the order
once wrote! '“The temple of Odd Fellow-
ship rises before us in the mottoes and
emblems of the order.”” The same iden
impresses itself on the minds of the visi-
tor when entering the rooms just finished
and fitted up for the use’ of the Odd
Fellow’s, organizations in this village, a
desoription of which has recently been
published in our columna, »

The commitiee having the general ar
rangoments in oharge are Trustees N, M.
Puffer, M. W. Stewart, J, E. Walsh, Re-
ception committes, J. E, Walbridge and
wife, E, 8. Harris and wife, J. H, Ayres
and wife, H. L. Hover and wife, L, L.
Tiffany and wife,

A brief history of the various branches
of the organizations thatare to occupy
the rooms may well be given, The par-
ent of all is Stark Lodge, No, 9, which
hegan its existence under a dispensation
grantéd by the Sovereign Grand Lodge
February 17th, 1847. The persons named
in the warrant were Calvin Gilson, Ber-
nard Golden, Parsons Johnskon, W. B.
Booth, 8. M. Robinzon. Jr., R, H. Coven-
try. Four of the members hmlprnvlnus—
Iy belonged to Oneco Lodge, No, 100 of
North Adams, and were given clearance
cards, so that they might join the Lodge
as charter members, The first officers
were: Calvin Gilson, N. G.: R. H. Coy-
entry, V. G.; Parsons Joluson, score-
fary; S. M., Robinson, Jr,, troasurer,
December 26th, the same year, a sbarter
wits issued by the Grand Lodge of Ver-
mont, the same being signed by James
Mitohell, M. W. G. M.; Charles W.
Bradbory, K. W, D. G. M.; J. B, Dan-
forth, R. W. G, 5.; Evelyn Pierpont, W,
(. Treasurer; Samnel H. Price, past
grand master,

This lodge was the second one to fur-
msh o grand master from its oharter
members, Williom B, Booth, who was
eleoted in 1854 and served one term. An-
ather past grand master is H. L. Stillson,
who was elected in 1884, and who was
algo grand representative to the Sover-
eign Grand Lodge in 1886-87. J. R. Bur-
ton, one of the early members, was also
grisnd secretary of the Grand Lodge sey-
eril years. A sessgion of the Grand
Lodge was held with this Lodge in 1883,
The Lodge has prospered, and now has
a membership of 100, with applioations
continually eoming in, and some hun-
(':l'ttl;ll of dollars in its treasury and no
dabts,

L., 6. FROST.
Noble Grand, Stark Lodge, and Captaln of Can-
ton Benniagton, P, M.

The present noble grand is L, 8, Frost,
He is a veteran of the late vebellion, hav-
ing served a frst enllstment of nine
months in the Twenty-fifth Maine Infant-
ry. Upon his discharge [rom this com-
mand he re-eulisted in the Thirtieth
Maine for three years, serving until the
war closed, He was severely wounded
ut Monet's Bluff, He is also past com-
munder of Custer Post, G. A. R., having
been elected to that position three

terms.

The first offshoot from Stark Lodge
was Mauser Encampment, a dispensation
for which was granted by the Grand
Encampment April Oth, 1888, Work
was continuea under this dispensation
unsil February, 1887, when a char-
ter was issued. All are now living of
the charter members and connected with
the oncampment except U, L. Shaw,
The present membersbip is forty. The
enoanmpment is in a healthy state of ex-
istence, soveral hundred dollars in its
treasury and oconstantly ganing in its
influence and numbers.  The encamp-
ment has furnished one Grand Patriarch
for the Grand Encampment of Vermont,
N. M. Puffer, who served one term,

MADINON K, WATHON.
Chief Patrinrch Manser Encampment.

The present chief patriach ia M. E,
Watson, who, sithough & young m is
an earnast member of the craft, and has
akl;o_n overy degree possible for him to

0.
With the establishment of a yet higher
branch of Odd Fellowship camo a natu-
ral desire on the part of many of the
brothers for the location of & canton
here. Application was accordingly made
and July 11th, 1887, Canton Bunn{nm.nn.
No. 4, wasn ohartered with 26 charter
members. N. M. Puffer was the first
commandant, F. M. Tiffany, lientenant,
and E. S, Harris, ensign, 1 of the char-
ter members nre now hiving except F.

Hﬂm“ ton made its first publi
o canton m rat public ap-

the la of !bc

poarance at o corner
stone of the Beulimn Battle

Monu-
ment, August, 10th ! out
pvantyies whll-drilied tage Tn o uni-

form in less than & month after being

0 ized, and did esoort duty to the
d Fellows' division in the procession,
The canton has incrensed in membors
and now has thirty-eight chevaliors on
ita roll. The present commandant is L.
8. Frost whose ﬂortrait is given above,
The canton has fornished the first
commander of the regiment composed of
Vermont cantons, and second Depart-
ment Commander, Colonel N. M. Puffer,

N, M. PUFFER,
Colonal Commanding First Regimont Patrinrche

Militant of, Verment,

who hasg filled many offices in the Order
and alsd represented the grand encamp-
ment of Vermont in the SBovereign Grand
Lodge at the seasions held at 8t. Louis
and in Pertland, Ore, Colonel Puffer 18
also a veteran of the Inte rebellion, hav-
ing enlisted as @ musician in the Second
Yermont Regimental Band, June 15,
1801, and was discharged December 10th,
of the same year, June 10th, 1862, he
enlisted as 8 musician in Company E.,
Tenth Vermont, He was traosferred to
the Veternn Reserve Cerps, September
30th, 1864, and mustered out June 20th,
1805. He is also a prominent G. A. R.
man, having filled the position of post
commander two thrms,

Last, but not least, is Miriam Rebekal
Lodge, No 8, which was chartered De-
cember 1ith, 1882, The charter mem-
bors were forty-four in number, a large
majority of whom are yet members of
the lodge, Miriam Lodge has gained a
National reputation by reason of its be-
ing the originator of the ‘‘Beautified
Work," whioh has been largely adopted
throughout the country. It has had a
steady gain in membership and at the
last anopual eonvention it reported 108
members, simoe which time seyeral new
members have beon added. The noble
grand of the Lodge is Mrs. (0, 1. Gibson.
The Lodge has furnished the following
officers to the Rebekali Convention: Mrs,
H, L. Stillson, Mrs, N, M. Puoffer, presi-
dents, who also represented the Sta‘e at
the National Rebekah Convention at the
World's Falr in Chicago,

THE DEDICATION.

The exercises aLmnde the Diamond
Anniversary (76th annual), of American
Odd Fellowship, and the Dedication of
Odd Fellows™ Hall, in the Opera House
block, were held lnst evening, as adyer-
tised. o elegant invitations, among
the finest of the printer's art, called out
a large and representative assembly of
Bennington and Bennington county peo-
ple, including many from more distant
parts of Vermont. More than six hun-
dred of our best people graced the ocoa-
sion with their presence. Among those
from out of town, of the Grand Lodge,
wanote: Henry iU, Farrar, grand mastor;
H. E. Parker, grand scoretary; H. W.
Hall, past grand master, These were
necompanied by their wives, Hon,
Henry Clark, past grand master, F. M,
Warner and others, There was quite a
goodly delegation from Manchester and
Rutland, Grand Master Farrar, presided
at the Dedication ceremonies, and he
was supported by Messrs, Hall and
Parker. The Rev. Thos. Rogers, chap-
lain of Stark Lodge, acted as Grand
Chaplain; Emory S, Harris as Grand
Marshal, and in the enforced absence of
W. D. Wilson, by reason of sickness,
Henry Clark made the address of the oc-
casion. His rubject wis the rise, prog-
ress and aims of the institution,

The Heralds were: east, L. 5.
Froat; west, M. W. Stewart; south, H.
L. Hover; north, E. B. Griswold. The
audience were called to order by N. M,
Puffer, ehairman of the Board of Trus-
tees of Stark Lodge, who ealled the
Grand Master to the chalr. He also in-
trodnced the speakers and “and present-
ed the keys,” ns per the Ritunl. 1t is
the unanimous verdiot of the grand offi-
cers that the ceremony was pronounced
better thas has ever before baen the casa
in Yermont. The only unfortunate
thing about the affair, was that somo one
bad not thought to “build the altar"
and have the speakers stand in the fold-
ing doors, so that all could have hoard
and witmessed the Iimpressive ocere-
monial,

The Chaplain's specch was a good one
and the interest in it was enhanced, be-
cause of his removal to-day from South
Sbaftsbury to Vergennes. Bros, Parker
and Hall were entertaining as is their
wont, Alderman Hall telling a story to
brinf down the house, a8 usual. The
music by Goldsmith's orchestra enliv-
ened the oconsion, and a song by Miss
May Loomis, secretary of Miriam Lodge,
was enthusinstically encored. Miss Es-
tabrook rendered a pinno solo, which
was well received.

The fermal programme ended, sunper
was served in the quet Toom, more
than two hundred sitting down to the
tables at one time, The Rebekahs pre-
gided, under the direction of M. C. D,
(ibson, N, G., and Mesdames Puffer and
Stewart, committee, with a small army
of others as asslstauts. Ample justice
was dono to the feast, and all went home
oomplimenting the committees and the
Order on the snccess of the affair,

The BAxskn has, recently, given a full
desoription of the elegant quarters now
ovcoupied by the Odd Fellows of Den-
nington, The space, of abont 6,000
square feet,is partitionoed into convenient

sub-divisions of rooms for the use of che

various branches of the order, with the
Lodge room, dedicated last night, for the
use of all. Kven these commodions
quarters wero taxed to accomodate the
brilliant company, and the Benningtonm
Rifles aud 8th Corps Post on the sime
floor, threw open their rooms for the ae-
commodation of the guests of the even-
ing, Wae think the Trustoes of the Lodge
are to be congratulated upon the succes-
ful accomplishment of their arduous
of securing and furnishing the
finest Odd Fellows® hall in Vermont,

The chances are bright that many a
Congressman will have more time to de-
vote to his private slfairs after the next
Congressional election take place than he
now hins,

It is toa bad for Coxey's ambition that
ho doesn't il frem a Populist State.
He possesses an abundance of the neces-
sary qualifications for & Senator of the
Peffer-Allen type.

From the operations of the Troy po-
lice during the recent elections, in the
Iloss murder case and n the Ritchie
murder of lnst week, it may be inferred
thai their sole duty is to work for Sena-
tor Murphy's machine, Life and prop-
erty sgem fo be of secondary importance.

With the certainty of rain to American
industries and to Ameficin homos, in
oase the Wilson bill becomes a law, the
Republivan minority in the Senate will
be justified in resorting to'the most ex—
trema means in their power, in their ef-
forts to kill the bill and save our indus-
tries,

By the talk of the Demooratic States-
men before election, it was supposed
that the Democratic party could do =
neat and quick job of reforming the tar-
iff, but the fact that the tarilf bill has
been before Congress for over 130 days,
and the end nov yet thought of, shows
that the party knows less about legisla-
ting than it was given credit for,

President Cleyeland makes a mistake,
in our judgment, in contributing money
to campaign clubs, It cemports with
neither the dignity nor decenoy of his
great effice, Once the potentid pro-
muoter of civil service reform, Mr. Cleve-
land seems to have degenerated into am
exceedingly Eructicnl politician, His
lotter to Mr. Black, we must say dn all
vandor, smacks more of demagogy than
statesmanship, an inference that is
atrongthened by the chicck that was em-
closed.—Troy Press, i

The Herald and News of Wesk Ran-
dolph, says: “It is no more fair for the
BAXNER to charge Mr. Vail with the
nets of O, M. Tinkham of Pomfret than
to charge the editor of the BAnxER with
the acts of Bro. Livingstone, of the Re-
former, and of the same town—some-
thing to which we think that the editer
of the Baxyer would most strongly ob-
Jeot. You arve richt, Bro. Thayer, as
will be seen by snother item in this is-
Bue,

Our types lnst week made us say H.
W. Vail when O, M. Tinkham was
meant, where the BAXNER was made to
say that Celery Componnd had come out
for Mr. Vail for leutenant-goveroor.
Mr. Tinkham was meant, as probably
everybody knows, becanse the Celery
Compound ad. is so large “'that he who
runs may read.' Both gentlemen are
from Powmfrot, and we hasten to do jus-
tico to Mr. Vail who is not of the Celery
Compound stripe.

It 18 reperted that the Democratie
leaders in the Senate have decided to take
stops toward disciplining Senator Hill,
his attitnde being declared inimiecal to
Demooratic interests. His recont speech
has created consternation in Demooratie
cireles, and has been a severe blow to
the tariff bill, Too many truths wers
told which, coming from a Bemocratic
Senator, bear with them an immense
weight, He now holds several impor-
tant positions on the Senate Committes,
and if intentions hold good he may lose
some of them.

We are in receipt of the tariff speech,
delivered last week by Senator Morrill.
1t is entitlod: ““The blunders of 4 Demo-
cratio politioal tariff, and & British in-
come tax"'—a telling name for the Wil-
son bill. It issafe to say that Senator
Morrill handles this Southern abomina-
tion without gloves. Aftar citing the
unparalieled increase of our mannfactur-
ing produets, from §5,000,000,000 in 1880
to $0,000,000,000 in 1800, he goes on to
show how the “‘half-born Democratic
tarifi”* threatens to main and eripple us
by the surrender of our markets to for-
clgners. Senntor Morrill shows how the
income tax is intended to rob the widow
and orphan whose patrimony is de-
posited in Savings banks,

DAUGHTERS OF VERMONT.

Inspired by the success which has at-
tended the re-unions of the Sons of Ver-
mont in various States, the Daughters of
Vermont are seeking to emulate the ex-
amples of their brothers by forming sim-
ilar organizations. A society of the
Daughters of Vermont has already boen
formed in Boston, and a similar society
is about to be organized in Minneapolis,
and the Green Mountain Girls in other
States will soon fall into line. The
Daughters of Vermont in Boston signal-
izod their formation on the evening of
Wednesday, April 18th, by giving a re-
coption to Governor and Mrs. Levi K.
Fuller of Brattleboro, and to Licutenant-
Governor and Mys, F, S, Stranahan of Sty
Albans, Governor Greenhalge and
members of his staff and their wives
were present, and the first social gather-
ing of this young society was a mti(%
ing success. There are said to be 30,
Vermonters lving in Boston aud sab-
urbs and vicinity, and there ought to be
no dificulty in making the series of so-
oial events, of which this is to be only
the first.

Highest of all in Leavening Power.—Latest U, S. Gov't Report.
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